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Parents, your help is always needed and welcome!







You can support our classroom by:

1. donating extra supplies such as drafting paper, plastic straws, colored paper and cardstock, old magazines, and clipboards.  Other materials may be requested later on in the year.  

If you have any ideas, please share them with me!

2. donating supplies to keep your child healthy including hand sanitizer, dish soap, hand soap, tissues, and paper towels. Your student will receive extra credit for donating these supplies.

3. Always supporting your student’s learning at home and in school.  If you need tutoring assistance, or have questions or concerns, please communicate with me.

Eighth Grade Science Laboratory Safety Rules


Dress Code

1. Tie back long hair.

2. Remove dangling jewelry.

3. Do not wear loose, billowy clothing.

4. Wear closed-toed shoes; sandals don’t protect your feet.

Laboratory Behavior

1. Read all directions for an experiment several times.  Listen carefully during the pre-lab.  Ask questions if you do not understand any part of the experiment.  Follow the directions exactly as they are written.

2. Make sure the work area has been cleared of purses, books, jackets, etc.

3. Before starting the lab, be aware of all safety precautions and 

know the location of all safety equipment.

4. Do not speak loudly or engage in horseplay in the laboratory.

5. Never eat or drink in the laboratory.

Safety During the Laboratory Lesson

1. Never perform activities that are not authorized by your teacher.
2. Do not handle any equipment unless you have permission.

3. Wear safety goggles, lab aprons, and protective gloves when required.

4. Take extreme care not to spill or break any material in the laboratory.  

Clean-up procedure

1. Follow your teacher’s instructions for proper disposal 

of chemicals; do not pour anything down the drain unless 

instructed to do so.

2. Do not work alone in the lab.

3. Report all accidents to your teacher immediately.

End-of-Experiment Rules

1. Clean up your work area and return all equipment to its proper place.

2. Wash your hands after every experiment.

SCIENCE CLASS SAFETY AGREEMENT

Safety is a concern for the students' well being, health, and life and requires full cooperation and participation of all students.

The teacher may remove students from the science activity area if the prescribed safety rules for the particular science activity being conducted are not followed.   

	The guidelines are: 

a. Students will dress so that injury to themselves or to other students will not occur.  When chemicals or flames are used, long hair must be tied back; sandals, baggy sleeves, and sleeveless shirts should not be worn; clothing or jewelry that can hang down and touch chemicals or flames should be removed or tied back.
b. Students will behave so that injury to themselves or to other students will not occur.  Follow directions exactly as given. Never eat or drink in the laboratory. No loud talking or horseplay.  Keep work area cleared of personal belongings. Misconduct, such as tampering with lab equipment or facilities, can place all students in danger and cannot be tolerated.
c. Students will stay within the limits of the science activity.  Safety goggles, lab aprons, and protective gloves will be worn as required. Never perform activities that are not authorized by the teacher. Never handle any equipment unless given specific permission.
d. Pre-experiment activities must be followed to work safely in a laboratory situation. If the student is absent for a necessary pre-lab, or if the student has not completed necessary pre-lab work, student participation in the lab may be prohibited, if safety is an issue.
e. Students will follow all lab rules as per attached (as needed for specific courses).



I, _______________________________________________ ,  have read all the rules, including those attached.    




Student Name  (Print)

I understand what is meant as discussed by the teacher.

I, _______________________________________________ ,  have read all the rules.   I have discussed them 




Parent or Guardian  (Print)
with my child and feel that my child understands what they mean and the consequences for removal from class.    I would like to inform the school that my child has the following physical or medical situations that could affect his/her learning in a science class.    (Ex., specific allergies, etc.)


1.
_____________________________________

2.
_____________________________________

3.
_____________________________________

4.
_____________________________________

	All students MUST wear safety goggles where specified by the teacher to prevent eye accidents.



_______________________________________________


__________________________

Parent Signature







Date

_______________________________________________


__________________________

Parent Signature







Date











___________________________

Home Phone Number







Work Phone Number



*Upon completion of this agreement, return this page to teacher to retain in files. Keep syllabus pages for your records.
Student info sheet here
*Upon completion of this agreement, return to teacher to retain in files.
Ms. Christina Milton


Phone number (school): 268-8500 ext.	 7860		Website: www.miltonscience.weebly.com


Room 220							Email:  miltonc@hayscisd.net	





Materials Required


One composition notebook


One Folder (with brads)


One 1 ½ inch 3-ring binder with pockets 


One pack of 5-tab dividers 


Marking supplies (pencils, highlighters, pens, small post-it notes, etc.)





Sharpened pencils














Course Overview


1st 6 Weeks: Nature of Science, Safety, Ecology			4th 6 Weeks: Chemistry


2nd 6 Weeks: Weather & Climate, Earth Cycles 			5th 6 Weeks: Universe & Newton’s Laws


3rd 6 Weeks: Plate Tectonics, Natural Disasters			6th 6 Weeks: Physics Projects











Tardy Policy: 


Students are expected to be in their seats and ready for class before the bell rings.  A tardy is considered arriving to class after the bell rings. 





Tardies       Consequences


1st    	      Warning to student


2nd             Lunch Detention


3rd             After School Detention  


4th             Office Referral resulting in ISS


5th             Office Referral resulting in Saturday School








Campus Late Work Policy:


Late work will only be accepted until the following school day during the same class period for 70% of the grade earned.  (Example, if a student earns an 86% on a late assignment, the final grade earned will be 60%).  Students who do not turn in late work after one day will be assigned Z.A.P. detention.  (Z.A.P. stands for Zeros Aren’t Permitted).  Completed ZAP work will be accepted for 50% of the grade earned.  (Example, if a student earns a 96% on ZAP work, the final grade will be 48%).  The purpose of this regulation is to teach students the importance of completing tasks within a given time frame.





Classroom Expectations





Come to class PREPARED!


ORGANIZE your workspace before you leave


Use appropriate VOICE LEVEL


GIVE ME FIVE!


AGENDA updated daily


Remember to FOLLOW DIRECTIONS the 1st time


Students follow CHAMPS expectations





Consequences for Student Behavior





1st offense: Warning / Teacher-Student Conference


2nd offense:  Lunch Detention – one day


3rd offense:  Lunch Detention – multiple days


4th offense: After-School Detention, parent contact 


5th offense:  Office Referral resulting in suspension 





Serious infractions such as using profanity and fighting will result in immediate referral and removal from class.





8th Grade Science Class Procedures





Turn in homework to folder labeled with your class period


Be seated in your assigned seat before the bell rings


Retrieve materials and place on your desk


Begin warm-up immediately on assignment/warm-up sheet


Have sharpened pencils ready for class, if your pencils break, trade one with me.


	NO PENCIL SHARPENING AFTER WARMUP


Raise your hand to respond or if you have questions during class 


Use appropriate volume for class activities


Independent/lecture (LEVEL 0-1)


Small group/lab       (LEVEL 1)  


Class discussion      (LEVEL 2)  


Follow all lab safety procedures





Reminder





All CMS policies and procedures will be followed at all times. Consequences for infractions will be handled in accordance with the CMS student handbook.





Attendance/Make-up Work Policy:


Your student is expected to attend class every day.  If they are unable to attend class, they should fill in their assignment log and retrieve make-up work assignments and missed notes from the bin.  When a student is absent, they have an equal number of days to make up their work. It is the student’s responsibility to check the classroom absent calendar and complete the assignment.  Absent work that is not turned in at the appropriate time is considered late work. Make-up tests are given during lunch.





This 6 weeks


Week 1: Introduction & Lab Safety					Week 4: Symbiosis & Competition


Week 2: Experimental Design & Measurement 	Week 5: Water, Nitrogen, & Carbon 


Week 3: Energy in Ecosystems						   Cycles				 











Science Journal and Binder Policy:





Students will be required to create and maintain an interactive science journal and a TAKS binder.  These items should remain in the classroom unless students take them home for study purposes.  Binders and journals taken home should be brought to school the next day.  Binders or journals that become ripped or damaged will need to be replaced.  Only science materials are permitted in science binders and journals.   Periodically, daily grades will be taken on the completeness and organization of the science binder and journal. 

















Grading Policy:	Exams, Projects, Major Labs = 60%	


			Quizzes, Homework, Participation = 40%





Conference hours: 	Monday-Friday  Room 220


			2:30-3:25 pm (7th period)


			3:40- 4:30 pm (after school)


*Please contact me with any questions or concerns via email or phone*


If you or your student needs to speak with me and these times are not convenient, please feel free to make an appointment.  I will do my best to accommodate you.





Parent Acknowledgement


(please sign and have your student return bottom part of this form)





I, _______________________ and my student ______________________ have discussed the rules and procedures for 8th Grade Science Class.  I am aware of ways to contact Ms. Milton if I have questions or concerns.  I will do my best to support my student in all subject areas.


			


Student Signature________________________________





Parent Signature_________________________________








Grading Scale


  90-100%  =	A


  80-89%    =	B


  70-79%    =	C


    0-69%    =	Failing


	











Tentative Calendar


Remember to check the class website for updated information and documents through the year!





August 23rd- 1st day of school


August 27th- signed safety contract and information form due


April 28th, 2011- 8th grade Science TAKS





Lab Safety 





Lab Safety rules will be STRICTLY enforced! Safety Contracts and Student Information Sheets must be signed by the student and guardian before student will be allowed to participate in lab activities. 





Comments or Concerns:





Homework Policy:





The Chapa Science Department has determined that homework is an essential component of this course.  Homework will be limited to simple vocabulary TAKS practice activities and reading passages.  Homework will be given at least once each week.  

















�





I’m Labbie, your laboratory retriever.  When you see me, it’s a friendly reminder to follow 


all lab rules and safety procedures.





     The scientific laboratory is a place of adventure and discovery.  Some of the most important events in scientific history have happened in laboratories.  The antibiotic powers of penicillin were discovered in a laboratory.  Plastics used today for clothing and other products were first made in a laboratory.  The list is endless.


     One of the first things any scientist learns is that working in the laboratory can be an exciting experience.  However, the laboratory can also be quite dangerous if proper safety rules are not followed at all times.  In order to prepare yourself for a safe year in the laboratory, read the following safety rules.  Then read them a second time.  If you do not understand each rule, ask your teacher to explain any rule that is unclear.
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