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ECOLOGY Definitions

· Parasitism: A relationship in which one organisms benefits and the other is harmed, such as ticks or tapeworms

· mutualism: A relationship in which both species benefit, such as lichens

· symbiosis: Any close relationship between species

· biosphere: the narrow zone on earth where life is possible

· habitat: the special place where a population lives

· population: All of the same species in an ecosystem

· biotic: living, once living, or part of something that was living

· abiotic: Non-living, the physical parts of an ecosystem

· succession: the change in the types of species of an ecological


community observed over time; the replacement of one species with

another

· pioneer species: first organisms in an ecosystem

· seral stages: The various developmental stages the ecosystem goes through

· climax community: end stage of ecological succession, balance is maintained
· Food Web: A complex feeding system that contains more than one food chain

· Predator: consumers that capture and eat other consumers

· Prey: animals captured and eaten by other consumers
· Host: the harmed species in a parasitic relationship

· Carnivore: consumers that capture and eat other consumers

· Herbivore: primary consumer that eats only plants

· Omnivore: animal that eats both plants and animals; consumer

· Producer:  Organisms that produce their own food by photosynthesis
· Consumer: eats producers or other consumers, may be primary, secondary, or tertiary

· Decomposer: bacteria or fungi that decay organisms that have died
· Food Chain: A series of producers and consumers
· Scavenger: An animal that feeds on already dead animals
· Tundra:  treeless plain with very short growing season and long, cold winters

· Desert: dry biome with less than 10 cm of rain per year, may be cold or hot

· Coniferous: evergreen cone-bearing tree that has needles

· Deciduous: tree that loses its leaves such as elm, oak, or maple

· Taiga: forest of coniferous trees (biome)
· Temperate forest: has deciduous trees (biome)
· Aquatic: water biome that may be saltwater or freshwater; has a diversity of life
· Grassland: dominant plants are tall grasses; savanna, prairie, or pampas (biome)
· Rainforest: biome with frequent precipitation, lush vegetation, and warm temperatures; found in the tropics; example: Amazon
· Biome: Interdependent system of plants, animals, and land
· Ecology: the study of the relationships between organisms and their environment







